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Das Buch Josua. Ubersetzt und erklart von Lie. Dr. Carl 
Steuernagel, Privatdocent der Theologie in Halle, a. S. ( = 
" Handkommentar zum Alten Testament," herausgegeben 
von Dr. W. Nowack, ord. Professor der Theologie in Strass- 
burg im Elsass. I. Abtheilung : Die historischen Biicher, 3. 
Band, 2. Theil.) Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 
1899. Pp. 131-248. M. 3.20. 

This is a commentary, corresponding to the others of this well- 
known series, fresh, interesting, and suggestive, showing that the last 
word has by no means been said respecting the critical problems of 
the Hexateuch. The author in the first place clearly gives up the 
Hexateuch itself, since, while he allows the sources of the Pentateuch to 
appear in the book of Joshua, he holds that the completed book never 
formed a literary unit with the other five. New views appear also in 
the literary analysis, to which great attention is paid, the sources of 
Joshua being exhibited by means of different kinds of type and the 
use of brackets. Of these sources nine are thus given : J, J 2 , E, E 2 , 
D 2 , Rd, P, P 2 , and Rp. Of JE, on the other hand, not a trace is 
found, and of J or J 2 only the few fragments 9 : 6-7 ; 13:13; 15:13- 
19,63; 16:9,10; 17:11-18; 19:47. The view of the book's growth 
is as follows : After the exile four independent works existed giving 
an account of the conquest of Canaan : (1) J, (2) E in a deuteronomic 
revision, E + D 1 , (3) D 2 , and (4) P. Of these D 2 provided the frame- 
work of Joshua, not only of chaps. 1-12, but also of chaps. 13 ff., and P 
or parts of P were joined to D 2 , giving (D 2 -f- P). Into this were later 
woven extracts from P 2 , E, and J. To this work many hands con- 
tributed, Rd and Rp representing schools rather than individuals. 
Thus the book of Joshua reached its present form. 1 Not less interest- 
ing than this new and independent conception of the sources and 
growth of the book of Joshua are the author's historical views and sug- 
gestions. He regards Joshua in its historical substance an account of 
the conquest of only the southern part of Mount Ephraim by the 
tribes of Joseph, which conquest later, by legendary or traditional 
expansion, was extended to northern and southern Palestine and 
assigned to all Israel. Attention is called to some striking parallels 
between the story of Jacob and that of Joshua, 2 and from these the 

1 The rejection of JE and the almost complete elimination of J differentiate this 
view from that usually held and given, for example in Driver's Introduction, Ben- 
nett's Heb. Text in SBOT., andG. A. Smith's "Joshua" in Hastings' Bible Dic- 
tionary, 

2 Gen. 35 : 2 and Josh. 24 : 14*,- Gen. 35 : 4 and Josh. 24 : 26 ; Gen. 32 : 2 f. (1 f.) 
.and Josh. 5 : 13 ff.; Gen. 33 : 20 and Josh. 8 : 30. 
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conclusion is also drawn that Jacob-Israel was originally the forefather 
of only the children of Rachel. 3 

The book of Joshua, then, is a source of information only for the 
entrance of the Rachel tribes into Canaan. These also, it is held, 
entered some time after the Leah tribes. Of the earlier entrance of 
these latter tribes, however, we have, besides scattered remnants of tra- 
dition in the Old Testament, historical information in the Tell-el- 
Amarna letters. The full justification or exposition of this view is 
reserved for another work in the future. We shall await its appear- 
ance with interest. Certainly it is plausible that in the Chabiri, Melkiel, 
and Labaya mentioned in the Tell-el-Amarna letters we have repre- 
sentatives of 'some ancient elements that later were incorporated into 

Israel. 

Edward L. Curtis. 
Vale Divinity School, 
New Haven, Conn. 

Erkxarung der Propheten Nahum und Zephania, nebst einem 
prophetischen Totalbild der Zukunft. Von Dr. J. T. Beck, 
weil. o. Professor der Theologie in Tubingen. Herausge- 
geben von H. Gutscher und J. Lindenmeyer. Giitersloh : 
Druck und Verlag von C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp. vi-f- 168. 
M. 2.50. 

In some respects this brief commentary can be highly commended. 
It is scholarly, but popular in tone, and is written in a clear and 
simple style. The grammatical forms, the meaning of single words, 
and often the thought of individual sentences are explained carefully 
and satisfactorily. The translation is an accurate rendering of the 
Hebrew. 

But at this point praise must stop, although one might naturally 
expect higher excellence. It should be remembered, however, that 
the work was written about 1855 and published in 1899. This relieves 
the author of some criticisms, only to place them on the shoulders of 
the editors. 

The author, however, is plainly responsible for the slight atten- 
tion paid to textual criticism. He was behind his own time in this 
respect. The readings of the LXX, seldom those of any other version, 
are sometimes given, but almost invariably only to be rejected. 

3 In the song of Deborah the name Israel does not include Judah, Simeon, and 
Levi, the leading children or tribes of Leah. 



